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IntroductionMrs. Barbara Giannoutsos
• IB Coordinator

• Teacher of English Literature, Latin & Theory of 
Knowledge

Mrs. Julie Topp
• English Department Learning Leader

• CAS Coordinator/Extended Essay Coordinator

• Teacher of English and Theory of Knowledge
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Moderated Q&A
- You can type your questions in the 

Q&A section and they will be 
answered throughout the 
presentation and at the end. 

- Ms. Topp will be answering questions 
in the Q&A section.

- Mrs. G will answer a few more at the 
end.



Moderated Q&A
Please hold your questions about:

- What is IB? Why take IB?
- Registration & Transfers
- Partial/Certificate vs Full/Diploma
- Switching/dropping IB once started
- University Admission 
- Timetabling
- Chinese IB
- Fees

Stay tuned. These will be discussed in 
the presentation. 



Moderated Q&A
We will not be answering questions 
about:

• Predictions about independent student 
experiences. “It depends…”

• Specific university/career pathways/planning.

(Independent research is widely available on 
University websites regarding course 
prerequisites.)



IB at SWC
▪ Churchill was the first public school in Canada to offer IB, 

beginning in 1979.

▪ We offer 7 HL courses, 11 SL courses 

180 grade 11 students (27 Diploma) 27%
 177 grade 12 students (28 Diploma) 24%

•~25-30% of SWC students are involved with IB each 
year and the program is growing every year. 



What is the IBO mission?

IBO is motivated by a mission to create a 
better world through education.

Mission: 

“The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.

To this end, the IBO works to develop challenging programs of 
international education and rigorous assessment.

These programs encourage students across the world to become 
active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that 
other people, with their differences, can also be right.”
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What is the Learner Profile?

“10 attributes valued by IB World Schools

The Learner Profile promotes the education of the 
whole person, emphasizing intellectual, personal, 
emotional and social growth through all domains of 
knowledge. 

We believe these attributes, and others like them, can 
help individuals and groups become responsible 
members of local, national and global communities.”



• Inquirers

• Knowledgeable

• Thinkers

• Communicators

• Principled

• Open-minded

• Caring

• Risk-takers

• Balanced

• Reflective 

IB Learners Strive to be…



Is IB right for me?



Who is a good IB candidate?

• IB is great for students looking 
for further academic challenge.

•IB is suited to the motivated 
learner; the curious mind. It is 
perfect for students who get 
excited by learning.
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Who is a good IB candidate?

•  IB is best suited to those students who 
have a good work ethic, are responsible, are 
willing to take risks, who aren’t too worried 
about their grade, but rather about really 
understanding what they learn.

•  IB is about struggling, and deciding to 
succeed in spite of the struggle. It is about 
using your areas of strength and developing 
your areas of weakness. 
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What are some benefits?

•  Improves academic and emotional resilience
 

• Very close-knit groups of like-minded 
students who tend to positively influence 
each other

• Much better prepared for university by 
developing soft skills, such as, time 
management, problem solving, work ethic, 
adaptability, independent learning… etc.
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vs

• Holistic program that 
includes external 
moderation of 
assessments, school 
authorization & teacher 
professional development.

• Both enriched programs designed to 
challenge students.

• Both recognized by most universities.

• Courses where 
students prepare for a 
final exam that 
comprises their AP 
mark.
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Core Requirements

ToK    Theory of Knowledge

EE      Extended Essay

CAS   Creativity, Activity, Service
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Ms. Julie Topp

CAS Coordinator
Extended Essay Coordinator

jatopp@cbe.ab.ca 

mailto:jatopp@cbe.ab.ca


The core requirements — Theory of Knowledge 

(ToK)

• explores the question how do we 
know what we know, across disciplines 

• course content includes: logical 
fallacies, cognitive biases, supporting 
knowledge claims, ethics, examining 
multiple perspectives and much more.
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The core requirements — Theory of Knowledge 

(ToK)

• ToK is required for all IB students.

• Partial students must take a 3-credit course in 
grade 11.

• Diploma students will do an online/blended 
course during the tutorial period once/week.

•Each Diploma student must complete a 1500 
word essay and a ToK Exhibition.
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The core requirements — Extended Essay  (EE)

• Only required for full Diploma students
 

• All Diploma IB students must complete a 4000-
word research paper in the student’s chosen 
subject area.

• This is done with the guidance of a volunteer 
staff member and we take students to the UofC 
to learn how to conduct research.
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The core requirements — Extended Essay  (EE)

• offers the opportunity to research a topic 
of individual interest

• familiarizes students with the 
independent research and writing skills 
expected at university

• must include “…techniques appropriate 
to the discipline”
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What does the DP curriculum contain?
The core requirements - Creativity, Activity, Service 

(CAS)

• CAS encourages students to be involved in 
artistic pursuits, sports and community 
service and fosters students’ awareness and 
appreciation of life outside the academic 
arena.

• CAS experiences help students round out 
their resumes and applications for 
universities and scholarships.
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The core requirements - Creativity, Activity, Service 

(CAS)

•CAS information is available to students on D2L 
once they begin IB. 

•CAS can begin once you begin an IB course. 
Junior high activities cannot count for CAS.

•Many universities and scholarships acknowledge 
the CAS component of a student’s application.
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Diploma or Course?
(Full or Partial)

What’s the difference and when 
do I need to decide?



1st priority – meeting the 
requirements to graduate in 
Alberta.

We are responsible for two 
curriculums in IB programming.
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What does it mean to be doing a full IB diploma program?
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▪ Three subjects are studied at 
higher level (HL) - 240 hours

▪  Three subjects are studied at 
standard level (SL)- 150 hours

▪ All three parts of the core—
EE, ToK and CAS—are 
compulsory and are central to 
the philosophy of the Diploma 
program.



The six IB areas of study:

1. Literature

2. Language Acquisition

3. Individuals and Societies 

4. Experimental and Computer Sciences

5. Mathematics

6. The Arts
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Diploma Program (Full) Consists of:
• 6 courses with at least one from each area 1-5
• 3 HL/3 SL, or 4 HL/2 SL)

1 English A: Literature 
• Literature HL

2
Language Acquisition

• French SL, ab-initio SL
• Spanish ab-inito SL
• Mandarin SL, ab-initio SL
• Cantonese SL

3 Individuals and Societies
• World History HL
• Business Management SL 

4 Sciences
• Biology SL OR Physics SL

• Chemistry HL OR Computer Science HL

5 Mathematics • SL or HL or Further

Theory of Knowledge (compulsory, outside timetable)

Extended Essay  (compulsory, outside timetable)

CAS (suggested 150 Hours) – compulsory       (Creativity, Activity, Service)



Most Common Route to an IB Diploma 
at Sir Winston Churchill High School

- English Literature HL

 - Language Acquisition: French B SL, ab initio,

                   Spanish ab initio., Mandarin B SL or ab initio 

 - World History HL or Economics HL

 - Biology SL or Physics SL or Business SL

 - Chemistry HL or Computer Science HL

 - Math SL or Math HL
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Course (Partial) 
Program



Additional 
courses we 
offer that 
are not 
possible to 
take in our 
full IB 
program:
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Psychology SL

Art HL



Personalize Your IB Program
Diploma Course program (partial)

• a minimum two courses (any combination) 

• TOK (3 credit) in grade 11
• CAS
• Must have strong grades in all core subjects. Balance recommended.

• English HL 
• French ab initio 
• French B SL  
• Spanish ab initio 
• Mandarin ab initio 
• Mandarin B SL IB 
• Cantonese SL B 
• World History HL 
• Business and Management SL

• Economics HL 
• Psychology SL
• Biology SL 
• Physics SL 
• Chemistry HL 
• Computer Science HL 
• Mathematics SL 
• Mathematics HL 
• Visual Arts HL
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Course Selection 
& Sequencing



School Year at Churchill

Semester 1 Semester 2

September to January February to June

one 5 credit course one 5 credit course

Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2

Sept - Oct Nov - Dec February – April April - June

One 3 credit course One 3 credit course One 3 credit course One 3 credit course
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When do I need to decide?

Timetabling choices are made in 
grade 9, BEFORE even starting high 
school. 

You need to have the right 
prerequisites chosen in high school 
in order to be able to apply for IB.
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Notes on IB Course Planning
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Students begin grade 10 as IB candidates.

In early November, grade 10 students apply to 
our IB program.  Acceptance will be based on 
grades, teacher recommendations and program 
numbers.

Dropping from full to partial is easier than 
going from partial to full.



Prerequisites

Math 10 Cohort IB must be taken in the first 
semester and is required for Math IB, Physics IB & 
CHEM IB.

Math 10 common must be taken in the first 
semester and is required for Biology IB

Science 10 is required first semester for Physics IB 
and Bio IB
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Prerequisites

Students who want to take Computer Science 
need to choose CS10 in grade 10.

Students who want to do Art IB, must 
complete Art 10.

Students should choose a language option in 
grade 10 if they want to pursue it in IB. 
(French, Spanish) 
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Conflicts:
• Biology or Physics or Business

• World History or Economics

• Psychology or Computer Science ?

• Psychology or Math HL ?

• Art or French ab/B SL or Spanish 

48

Notes on IB Course Choices
at Sir Winston Churchill High School



Notes on IB Course Choices
at Sir Winston Churchill High School

If a student has already taken French in 
grade 8 & 9, they will take French 20 in 
grade 10 and apply for SL French, not ab 
initio.

French Immersion and Spanish Bilingual 
students: see FAQs on the IB site
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Notes on IB Course Choices
at Sir Winston Churchill High School

Math HL may be requested in grade 10, but 
participation in it is by invitation only.

Full IB students cannot fit Band in their 
timetables, but are often allowed to continue 
with the morning band program if they commit to 
working independently. 
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More notes on IB Course Planning

• It is not possible for a full diploma student to 
be able to complete three sciences at SWC, 
unless they attend summer school between 
grade 10 and 11.

• Full diploma students will have no room for 
complementary courses (options) after grade 
10.
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CALM              More notes on IB Course Planning

• It is strongly recommended to take CALM in summer 
school before grade 10 if you plan on doing full IB.

• Vista Virtual
• Kananaskis CALM (Canadian Rockies)
• CBE Learn

•  You must still complete Alberta Education Diploma 
requirements. 

•You must take care of this independently 

•Do not take any other courses in summer school before 
high school.
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Semester 1 Semester 2

Social studies 10-1 English 10-1

Math 10 Science 10

Phys. Ed. 10 Option(s)

Option(s) Option(s)

Example of a non-IB grade 10  

student’s timetable :
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Semester 1 Semester 2

Math 10 Cohort IB Math 20IB

Science 10 Biology 20IB

Social studies 10-1 English 10-1

Phys. Ed. 10 French 10

Example of a grade 10  

student’s timetable in the 

IB Diploma Program:
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Semester 1 Semester 2

Math 10 Cohort IB Option

Science 10 Bio 20IB

Social studies 10-1 English 10-1

Phys. Ed. 10 Option or Math 20-1

Example of a grade 10  student’s 

timetable in the Partial IB 

Program: (Bio IB & Psych IB)
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Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

ELA 10-1 Soc. St. 10-1 Physics 25/30 IB English 30-1 Chem 30

Science 10 Physics 20IB Math 30/31IB Soc.St. 20 Soc. Studies 30

Math 10 

Cohort IB
Math 20IB Chem 20 French 20IB French 30IB

Spare / 

Option(s)

Phys. Ed. French 10 ToK CALM English 20
Spare / 

Option(s)

Spare / 

Option(s)

Sample partial program with Physics SL, Math SL, French ab initio SL

Room for Bio 20/30 if you decide you want all three sciences – not necessary.
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Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

ELA 10-1 Soc. St. 10-1 BM English 30-1 Chem 30

Science 10 BM/3cr Econ Math 20-1 Soc. St. 20 Soc. St. 30

Math 10 

Cohort IB
5 credit option Chem 20 English 20 Econ HL

Phys. Ed. French 10 ToK CALM Bio 20 Math 30 Bio 30

Sample partial program with BM & Econ (no core example)

No spares and no room for Math 31 Calculus without summer school. 



The Chinese Academy

www.chineseacademy.ca
All Chinese IB Courses are done off 
campus with the Chinese Academy.



A student who has passed the IB examinations:

● Receives up to 15 credits from Alberta Education

● Fulfills the language aquisition requirement for IB Diploma

● Qualifies for a TCA IB Chinese scholarship 

● Qualifies for university entrance and scholarship applications

● Has more space for complementary classes or spares in their 

timetable. 

IB Chinese Student Advantages
IB中文学生的优势



Assessment
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How are IB grades assessed?
Students are assessed both internally 

and externally for their IB mark

64

In most subjects at least some of the 
assessment is internally graded and 
externally moderated by IB. IA

Some assessment tasks are conducted 
and by teachers, but are then marked 
externally by examiners. 



EXAMS

IB examinations are written over three weeks in May 
each year. They comprise the majority of a student’s 
IB grade in each subject.

Students still write the same Alberta Diploma Exams 
in order to graduate.

Students will get IB grades out 7 as well as their 
Alberta Education grade out of 100%

65

Exams



IB Fees    $210/subject in its exam year
                            $25 per year CBE registration fee

GRADE 11
• Biology SL

• Physics SL

• Business Management SL 

• Math SL

GRADE 12
• English Literature HL

• World History HL

• Language Acquisition courses

• Psychology SL

• Math HL

• Economics HL

• Art HL

• Chemistry HL

• Computer Science HL
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Reality

The choice to take part in an IB program 
must come from the student. 

The workload and pace are significantly 
greater than in a regular high school 
program, and the student needs to 
understand the implications of their 
choice.
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Course Commitment

Once a student is accepted (in November and April of grade 
10) they are not allowed to modify or drop their program. 

It is essential the student makes wise choices, and that the 
parent(s) is/are fully informed and aware that they will be held 
to their IB commitment while at SWC.

Your decision to commit to the IB program impacts course 
scheduling.

We strive to develop GRIT and RESILIENCE.
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What do universities assume 
about an IB graduate?

◦Accepts challenges

◦Strong academic foundation

◦High level of consistency

◦Excellent research & writing skills

◦Excellent critical thinking skills

◦Strong oral presentation skills

◦Maintains community engagement

◦Mature & responsible
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UCalgary

IB Mark out of 7 Admission Equivalent

7 100%

6 91

5 83

4 75

3 68
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IB & University Recognition

Having said that, IB is only 
rarely required for University 
entrance should NOT be the 
reason for taking IB.

74



http://www.ibo.org/diploma
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Registration and 
Transfer Info.

Visit the CBE website for the most 
accurate and up to date information
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• Arbour Lake
• Banff Trail
• Briar Hill
• Bowness
• *Brentwood
• Capitol Hill (w. of 14th St.)

• Charleswood
• Citadel
• Collingwood
• Crestmont
• *Dalhousie
• *Edgemont
• Glacier Ridge
• Greenwood
• Greenbriar
• *Hamptons
• Hawkwood

• Hillhurst
• Houndsfield Heights
• Montgomery
• Nolan Hill
• Parkdale
• Point McKay
• Ranchlands
• Rocky Ridge
• Royal Oak
• Scenic Acres
• *Sherwood
• Silver Springs
• St. Andrews Heights
• Symon’s Valley
• Tuscany
• University District
• University Heights

• University of Calgary
• Valley Ridge
• *Varsity

• *(designated SWC)
• The rest are Area 1.

Churchill Designated Schools
subject to change

Go to CBE’s FIND A 
SCHOOL tool to 
double check your 
designated school



Churchill Feeder Schools

•FE Osborne

•HD Cartwright

•Simon Fraser

•Tom Baines

•*TB Riley
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Students living within boundaries of SWC 
and attending a CBE Feeder Jr. High School

Course selection is done through the Jr. High 
School. Students indicate that they will be 
attending Churchill and that they are interested in 
the IB program by selecting IB courses for their 
high school program.

Students in this category who attend a special 
program (TLC , French Immersion, Spanish 
Bilingual, Mandarin Bilingual…) may need to 
complete a Transfer Request Form.  Check w/your 
junior high to see where they have designated you.
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• Arbour Lake
• Banff Trail
• Briar Hill
• Bowness
• *Brentwood
• Capitol Hill (w. of 14th St.)

• Charleswood
• Citadel
• Collingwood
• Crestmont
• *Dalhousie
• *Edgemont
• Glacier Ridge
• Greenwood
• Greenbriar
• *Hamptons
• Hawkwood

• Hillhurst
• Houndsfield Heights
• Montgomery
• Nolan Hill
• Parkdale
• Point McKay
• Ranchlands
• Rocky Ridge
• Royal Oak
• Scenic Acres
• *Sherwood
• Silver Springs
• St. Andrews Heights
• Symon’s Valley
• Tuscany
• University District
• University Heights

• University of Calgary
• Valley Ridge
• *Varsity

• *(designated SWC)
• The rest are Area 1.

Churchill Designated Schools
subject to change

Go to CBE’s FIND A 
SCHOOL tool to 
double check your 
designated school



Student living within the boundaries of SWC, 
but not attending a CBE Jr. High School

Visit the CBE Website and follow the 
detailed registration instructions.
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Students living outside the boundaries 
of SWC, but within CBE’s Area 1

Visit the CBE website (after Feb. 1)

•Complete the Transfer Request form on the 
CBE website

•Complete the Expression of Interest and 
email it SirWinstonChurchill@cbe.ab.ca along 
with a pdf of the most recent report card 
and proof of address.

82

mailto:SirWinstonChurchill@cbe.ab.ca


Students living outside the boundaries 
of SWC, but within CBE’s Area 1 (cont.)

• The transfer process opens on February 1 and 
closes on March 15th.

• Accepted students will be contacted to complete 
course selections for grade 10 in April.

• Reason for Transfer: Change of Program

• Education Program: IB in English
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Expression of Interest 
for TRANSFER students only, emailed to our school

This means full diploma.

This means a partial/certificate program



Expression of Interest 
for TRANSFER students only, emailed to our school

Extra-curricular engagement

Learner Profile Strengths

Learner Profile: 
Areas for Growth

Success as a Learner

Future Plans
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Include a copy of your most 
recent report card with your 
application. 
(CBE students can print this from PowerSchool.) 

Transfers may be more restricted this year. 
We will not know until we have our application 
numbers.



Students living outside the 
boundaries of CBE’s Area 1

Must apply to their designated IB school. All 
CBE IB school offer full diploma programs and 
a variety of choices for a partial program.

You can no longer apply to Churchill for 
courses such as Economics and Computer 
Science.
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Remember, even if you are accepted to 
our school for IB, you are still an IB 
candidate and must apply and be 
accepted to the IB program in 
November of your grade 10 year.
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Grade 9 Action required depends on where you live

Feb. 1 - 
March 15

Registration/Transfer Requests from students who are in Area 1, but 
not in our designated attendance area, students in specialized 
programs (Immersion/TLC) and non-CBE students.

Feb/March Course selection at feeder schools for designated students. (Baines, 
FEO, HDC, Fraser) Churchill guidance counselors will go out.

April Course selection for non-designated Area 1 students accepted into our 
school. You will be contacted

Grade 10 All IB candidates

Oct/Nov Students officially apply for their IB programs. At this time, you can 
drop from full to partial. If you have the right prerequisites, partial to 
full. If you live in our designated attendance area (not greater Area 1), 
you can decide to not do IB at all, but need to finish your sem. 1 
courses. Changes will be made for sem. 2

April Students can still apply to add IB courses that begin in grade 11 as long 
as they have the prerequisites. (too late for Math, BM, Physics & 
Biology)







FAQS

• Will my marks suffer if I take IB? 

• Will I have a life outside of IB? What if I’m a 

competitive athlete?

• How do you choose who gets into IB?

• Are there entrance exams?
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FAQS
• I have/will have Math 10 and/or Science 10 
credits from junior high? Will these count?

• I only want Math IB and Physics IB. Will 
those two courses be enough to allow me to 
be accepted? How about French IB & 
Business IB?

• I get very stressed in exams, or at assignment 
deadlines. Is IB for me?
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FAQS

• Is IB offered in summer school?

• I want to go to SWC for high school, but I don’t 

live in the regular designated area. If I transfer 

for IB but change my mind while I am in grade 

10, and I don’t apply to the IB program, is that a 

problem?
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We encourage student 
independence.

 
Students can and should 

email me themselves.
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SWC IB Coordinator

Barbara Giannoutsos
bagiannoutsos@cbe.ab.ca

Moderated Q&A
We will not answer questions that were already addressed in 
the presentation. However, a recording of this presentation 
will be available on our website under “All about IB”

mailto:arlee@cbe.ab.ca
mailto:agiannoutsos#@cbe.ab.ca
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